
OLVER ANNOUNCES LEGISLATION TO PROTECT ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

  

Washington – Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District)                announced legislation that would designate Alaska's Arctic National                Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) a Wilderness Area, and would protect it from                oil and gas exploration and drilling. Olver is an original co-sponsor                of legislation introduced by Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA) and Rep. Nancy                Johnson (R-CT). There is not currently any development in ANWR,                but President Bush has expressed support for opening ANWR to oil                and gas companies.

"The amount of oil and gas available in the Arctic Refuge                will not solve any of our energy problems. It will take at least                a decade to extract any fuel, and even then cannot provide more                than two percent of American oil need," Olver said.

The U.S. Geological Survey estimates that the amount of oil in                ANWR is less than a year's supply. ANWR makes up five percent of                Alaska's North Slope, and it is the only part of the North Slope                that is currently off-limits for exploration and development.

"Opening ANWR to drilling is terrible energy policy, but it's                even worse from an environmental standpoint," Olver added.                "ANWR is a fragile ecosystem, and drilling in this environmentally                sensitive area represents an unacceptable risk for one of our national                treasures."

Roads, refineries, pipelines, oil spills and damage to tundra vegetation                would threaten the over 150 species that live in ANWR. In addition,                the Porcupine Caribou Herd calving grounds are located within ANWR.                7,000 American and Canadian Indians depend on the herd for their                subsistence, and the herd would be threatened by opening ANWR.

"The idea that we can drill our way out of dependence on foreign                oil is ridiculous. ANWR is no short-term solution, and it solves                none of our long-term energy needs. For the long haul, our national                security and the security of our world depends on deliberate reductions                of all forms of fossil fuel—coal, oil and gas—which are                all non-renewable resources," Olver commented.

The U.S. currently consumes 25 percent of the world's petroleum,                but only two percent of the world's oil reserves are located within                the U.S.

"We need a crash program of research and development for renewable                and non-polluting sources of energy, particularly those sources                derived from the sun. Our vast excess of energy on this planet comes                from the sun, and we must work to harness that energy," Olver                said.
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